
IN RE:

BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICECOMMISSIONOF

SOUTHCAROLINA

DOCKETNO. 2011-267-C- ORDERNO. 2011-540

JULY 29,2011

Petitionof WindstreamSouthCarolina,LLC )
Requestingthe Commission'sInterventionin )
NumberingResourcesDeterminationsin the )
LexingtonRateCenter )

ORDERREVERSING
NUMBERING
DETERMINATION

This matter comesbefore the Public Service Commissionof South Carolina

("Commission")on the Petition of WindstreamSouthCarolina,LLC ("Windstream"or

the "Company") for review of the North American Numbering Plan Administrator's

and/orthe Pooling Administrator's (collectively "NANPA/PA" also known as "Central

Office CodeAdministration") centraloffice codenumberingresourcesdecisionto deny

the Company'srequestfor numberingresourcesin the LexingtonRateCenter(803area

code). Windstreamstatesit needsa new Local Routing Number ("LRN") for a new

packetswitchdeploymentto allow for a new VOIP productoffering that is notavailable

on the legacyLexington switch. Windstreamfurther statesit hasverified that existing

NXX blocksarenot availableto bemovedfor thepurposeof establishingthe new LRN

norwastherea cleanblock that couldbe intra-serviceproviderportedto thenew switch.

The Companystates it needsthese numberingresourcesto compete in the rapidly

growing telecommunicationsmarketplace, and asks that the Commission reverse

NANPA/PA's denial.
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NANPA/PA's denial of the requestednumbering resourcesstems from the

FederalCommunicationsCommission's("FCC") "rate center"basisfor determiningthe

need for new numbering resources. Under FCC rules, carriers must exhausttheir

numbering inventory within six months of the application and meet a rate center

utilization thresholdof 75 percentin order to receiveadditionalnumberingresources.

However,therecordrevealsthat Windstreamdoesnotmeettheserequirements.

Although Windstream fails to meet NANPA/PA's requirements,the FCC

maintainsa policy that "under no circumstancesshould customersbe precludedfrom

receivingtelecommunicationsservicesof their choicefrom providersof their choicefor

want of numberingresources." FCC 000-429at ¶ 61.

carriers to challenge a NANPA/PA decision at

commission. FCC 01-362 at ¶¶ 61-66; Central

To this end, the FCC allows

the appropriate state regulatory

Office Code (NXX) Assignment

Guidelines§ 13.0. Statesmaygrantrelief"if acarrierdemonstratesthat it hasreceiveda

requestfor numberingresourcesin a givenratecenterthat it cannotmeetwith its current

inventory." FCC01-362at ¶ 64.

We find that the SouthCarolinaPublic ServiceCommission,asthe regulatorof

theratesand serviceof telecommunicationscompaniesunderthe authorityof S.C.Code

Ann. § 58-9-210et seq.,hasthe authority under both the FCC'srules and the Central

Office Code(NXX) AssignmentGuidelinesto reviewa decisionby NANPA/PA denying

a requestfor numberingresources.We further find that Windstreamhasdemonstrateda

needfor numberingresourcesthat it cannotmeetwith its current inventory. It is our

opinion that these additional numberingresourcesare necessaryfor Windstreamto
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provide competitive service. Consequently,we hold that NANPA/PA is directedto

approveWindstream'srequestfor anNXX that wouldallow it to establishanLRN for the

newswitch in theLexingtonRateCenter(803areacode).

This Order shall remain in full force and effect until further order of the

Commission.

BY ORDEROFTHIS COMMISSION:

Joh_E.Howard,Chairman

ATTEST:

David A. Wri"ght, Vice Chairn_an

(SEAL)


